
We are delighted to announce the arrival of Jason Issacs as our new Patron. Jason is
an old friend of BRAVEHOUND and we were delighted that he agreed to star
alongside Damian Lewis, Lesley Sharp, and Nyasha Hatendi, in an online production
co-presented by the long established partnership of US based Theater of War
Productions and BRAVEHOUND. (Yes we know, It’s the American spelling!) 

THEATER OF WAR PRODUCTIONS.
Jason Isaacs, Damian Lewis, Lesley Sharp, and Nyasha Hatendi

The screening was on Friday 6th November attracting an audience of  2,215. The
deeply moving performance was followed by a discussion led by a panel from fellow
military charities Combat Stress, Rock2Recovery and lived experience from  a
veteran and the wife of a veteran both living with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
BRAVEHOUND have co-presented performances of Theater of War in the UK since
2015, highlighting  the impact of the experiences of war across two thousand five
hundred years bearing witness to the struggles of veterans and their families. 

The impact of Covid 19
Through the pandemic BRAVEHOUND has and continues to provide support for the
veteran community, developing new ways to deliver dog training and welfare support.
We were delighted to be successful in sourcing funding to continue to provide this
support, including the Veteran’s Foundation who funded the purchase of a van with a
Perspex screen to safely separate the driver from passengers. We’re incredibly
grateful to our BRAVEHOND team for adapting to all of the new rules and restrictions
to ensure we could continue to support everyone all through the first lockdown  and
now into the second one.

Stories
We had a lovely autumnal photo shoot at Uplawmoor with Al Bunyan and 5 of our
BRAVEHOUNDS. Al is the founder of puppy to pro (https://puppytopro.co.uk/)
photography and besides being a highly respected dog trainer and behaviourist, he is
a long-time friend of BRAVEHOUND. Al has a natural way with the dogs and his
passion comes out with his stunning photos (below). We are fortunate in that we are
able to include some of his photos in our 2021 BRAVEHOUND calendar which is now
available for sale on our website.

Training News
The BRAVEHOUND puppies have been beavering away over the last few months
training for their Kennel Club Good Citizen Scheme (KCGCDS) Awards. Following on
from passing their Bronze Award, Ricky, Sadie, Pete and Maggie all passed their
Silver Award with flying colours. Paisley who is a few months younger has passed her
Puppy Foundation and Bronze Award. The KCGCDS Awards promote responsible
dog ownership and train the dogs for everyday life.  

The Puppy Socialisers are also preparing the puppies for the Public Access Test. The
Public Access Test demonstrates that the dog is a quiet unobtrusive partner to their
veteran and are well mannered dogs when out and about in public life. Our new
process sees the puppies train for the assessment and go through the assessment
with their puppy socialiser before being matched with a veteran. The Public Access
Test is assessed annually and each BRAVEHOUND will undergo the assessment with
their veteran after the first year. We have been out and about in Milngavie in
Sainsburys and the local coffee shop practising some skills on loose lead walking,
settling down and ignoring food.

Due to Covid restrictions this year the puppy training has been a blend of virtual and
face to face. Virtual training has enable the puppies to learn some of the more
complex behaviours in their home without any distractions, which has helped
enormously when they are eventually training with distractions of other dogs, people
and the environment in general. Our face to face sessions are focused around the
overall training plan for a BRAVEHOUND and the individual needs of each puppy.  

Each BRAVEHOUND puppy is progressing well and we look forward to seeing them
pass their Gold KCGCDS next.
Bravehound Calendar £10 and Xmas cards pack of 6 £5, are now for sale through the
online shop on the website.
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